
July 2020 
Hello, Parents! 
 
I know we’ve all been going through a lot during this uncertain time, but one thing is for sure - 
I’m so excited to be returning to Arborland for another year and to see the children! I’m sure you 
will agree it was scary the way our last school year ended and how both teachers and children 
had to quickly adjust to remote learning. I’m pleased to say that we succeeded, and because of 
that, I feel confident and prepared to teach your child either in class or remotely. To ensure all of 
our students have appropriate social distance, we will be moving upstairs this year to Rooms F 
and G and will be officially known as Classroom F.  
 
Thank you for continuing their elementary years at Arborland. It is my hope that your child will 
not only excel academically but be respectful to others and responsible for their work. We have 
a lot of activities planned for this year, and I will make sure to keep it fun and exciting. This will 
be my 29th year teaching at Arborland. I hold a Bachelor’s Degree in Fine Arts from Cal State 
University, Fullerton. I also have my Montessori Teaching Credential for Lower Elementary. 
 
I am pleased that Mrs. Janet Hernandez will continue to be our assistant. She has a Bachelor’s 
Degree from Cal State Fullerton, a Teaching Credential, and a Masters in Education. She taught 
in elementary schools for 13 years before joining Classroom E in 2014.  I’m happy to share that 
Ms. Nessa, our other assistant, is having a baby boy! She is expecting mid-August and will 
return to the classroom after her maternity leave. In the meantime, Ms. Ferrer, will be our 
assistant. She has a Bachelor’s Degree in English from UC Santa Barbara and is working on 
her teaching credential. 
 
Our daily schedule will consist of the following: 
 

● 8:30 to 12:00 – Morning Meeting (attendance, calendar, jobs, work assignments, 
sharing), Quick Draw (math facts), Journal Writing, Phonograms, Oral Language, 
Individual/ Small Group Presentations (Reading Groups, SRA, Math, Language, 
Geometry, Fractions, Computer and Independent Work Period) 

● 12:00 to 12:30 – Lunch (Students may use the microwave in the class) 
● 12:30 to 1:00 – Recess 
● 1:00 to 3:05 – Art, Music, Chinese, Spanish , P.E.*, Silent Reading Time, Math, Science 

and Social Science (*Arborland t-shirt and sneakers are required for P.E.) 
● 3:05 to 3:15 – Clean-up and Dismissal 

 
Our day begins promptly at 8:30 every morning and ends at 3:15. It is very important that you 
bring your child to class on time. If your child is having difficulty waking up early, please send 



your child to bed at an earlier time. Children who come late to the classroom miss valuable work 
time, as well as disrupt their teachers and classmates. 
 
During this pandemic, our class will follow many safety measures, including constant 
handwashing, masks throughout the day, social distancing while working or playing, and 
disinfecting the environment as needed. We are excited about the opportunities that our 
technological expansion provides and want to assure parents that our dedication to the 
Montessori philosophy, teacher-guided learning, hands-on learning opportunities, and academic 
excellence will not be devalued by the presence of technology, but enhanced by it. Technology 
implementation will include having students use technology devices on a regular basis 
throughout the school year. As a result, we highly encourage students to bring their own 
personal technology device (e.g., laptop, tablet).  
 
These devices will be used as academic learning tools only. No non-academic games will be 
allowed at any time on the school campus. Students will only be using their devices for test 
practice, typing programs, presentations, the writing curriculum, and of course, research. We 
are also incorporating a technology curriculum into our lessons and progress reports. We will be 
focusing on keyboarding skills, computer etiquette, and basic instructions for word processing 
and presentation program literacy for both Microsoft and Mac platforms, all at an 
age-appropriate level. 
 
Supply list provided by school: 

- Homework folder filled with math and language worksheets 
- Spiral notebooks 
- Composition book 

 
Because your child will not be sharing supplies, please provide the following items: 

- One 2-inch binder with a zipper to carry homework (please fill with lined paper, pencils, 
and erasers) 

- Two pocket folders for Music and unfinished work; please label 
- Pencils with child’s initials written on them (Mechanical pencils may only be used by 2nd 

and 3rd graders) 
- Erasers 
- Colored pencils 
- Crayons and/or washable markers 
- Scissors 
- One 12-inch plain ruler containing metric and standard measurements 
- Glue sticks 
- Pencil sharpener 
- One set of watercolors 
- Pencil box to hold supplies 
- Book for reading 

 
I recommend that all of their belongings be labeled. We will let you know when supplies need to 
be replenished. 
 



Homework Beginning August 17, homework will be assigned Monday through Thursday. The 
assigned pages will be written on a weekly homework log. Children may work ahead, as long as 
they understand the work. Please review your child’s assignment before it is turned in the 
following morning, even if it was completed during child care. I would very much appreciate it if 
you write your initials on pages you have checked. Initialing the page will avoid having to correct 
work that’s already been corrected. If there are any questions regarding the homework, please 
feel free to write comments on the homework pages or homework log. It is very important for 
your child to keep up with his/ her homework assignments. 
 
Sharing Your child will have a specific day to share during our morning meeting. Items of 
interest, such as books, games, pets, or photos from a trip may be brought into the class. I 
would appreciate a couple days notice when sharing pets. 
 
Snack A daily snack time is available during the morning. Your child should bring a small, 
nutritious snack, such as raisins, a granola bar, fruit, vegetables, etc. It is important to avoid 
food high in sugar and fat. Candy, gum and soda are not allowed. 
 
Birthdays Birthdays will most likely be celebrated at the end of the work day. You may send 
healthy treats to share with the class on his/ her birthday. If needed, please provide plates, 
napkins, utensils and cups. Candy is not to be handed out. 
 
Miscellaneous Please make sure your child takes home daily what he/she brings to school, 
such as a jacket, lunchbox, umbrella, or dance bag. Items left on the coat rack or shelves for a 
long period of time will be taken to a thrift store. 
 
Corrected work will be sent home with your child regularly. Though every mistake made by the 
child may not be highlighted, errors are noted and repeat lessons offered when necessary. 
 
As you know, my primary responsibility is to teach your children. Please be reminded that while 
school is in session, I must give my 100% undivided attention to the children, and will not be 
able to carry on a conversation with you. However, parent-teacher communication is key. If you 
need to contact me, I will be available most afternoons. You may call the office, send an email, 
or leave a message in my mailbox located in the lobby. My cell phone number will be given 
once the school year begins. Please do not hesitate to call or text in time of need or questions. 
Please take the time to read through the school handbook for more information. 
 
I am looking forward to a meaningful and productive school year; one that will add excitement 
and a quest for learning to enhance your child’s development. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ms. Cynthia (Van Praet) 
Montessori Teacher, Classroom F 
 
 


