
       July 2020 

Dear Parents of Room 107, 

 
I am Mary Fritzie T. Sebial and this is my 15th year of teaching here at Arborland Montessori                  
Children's Academy. As I welcome all of you to the 2020-2021 school year, I humbly ask that                 
you be patient with us, as a school, during this period. Though this is my 29th year in the                   
teaching profession, the transformation that we have to go through due to the Covid-19 pandemic               
is really very sudden and has needed careful planning as well as execution. 
 
I know that, amid all the uncertainty and fear right now, there is still nothing more important to                  
you than the future of your children. One thing certain that I can assure you, is that I greatly                   
believe in providing good education for our children and upholding it to its highest standards,               
whatever medium it may be. I will continue to work diligently to ensure that our children are                 
safely protected and make sure to supplement the learning gap, caused by the school closure. 
 
This year, I am very excited to see all my returning students and of course to get acquainted with 
new students. I am thrilled to meet each one of you and am really delighted to partake in your 
child’s educational journey.  
 
Lower elementary is an exciting time for students to embark on a new journey to learn how to                  
read, write, perform fundamental operations, and do so much more! I will work hard to make                
sure that your child obtains the attention that he or she deserves. To increase space for social                 
distancing, we will be using Classrooms 107, 105 and 101 but will officially be known as                
Classroom 107. Together with Ms. Shepard and Ms. Dawson as my assistant teachers, I hope to                
make education fun for all and instill a love for learning. This school year promises to be another                  
productive partnership with you, to ensure that your children will be able to achieve their highest                
potential. As partners, please share with me the responsibility for your child’s success. I ask that                
you guide and support your child’s learning by ensuring that he/she: 
 
● Attends school daily and arrives on time, ready for the day’s learning experience (be it 
remotely or in person, we will have a strict schedule to follow) 
● Follows school regulations regarding mask wearing and social distancing at all times, frequent 
hand washing/sanitizing as well as staying at home for any signs and symptoms of illnesses 
● Complies with all the classroom rules, such as no sharing of any materials/play equipment 
● Completes all homework assignments 
● Reads daily to develop a love for reading and to improve vocabulary and comprehension 
● Shares school experiences with you so that you are aware of his/her school life 
● Lastly, but most importantly, knows that you expect him/her to succeed in school 
 



Daily Classroom Schedule 
8:30-11:30 Three-Hour Work Period (Morning Montessori Work Time) 
11:30-12:00 Class Meeting/Whole Class Lesson Presentation 
12:00-12:30 Lunch Time 
12:30-1:00 Play Time 
1:00-3:00 Afternoon Montessori Work Time 
 
Snack 
A daily snack time for 10 minutes is available for your child. Please send a small nutritious snack                  
such as granola bar, fruit, crackers, juice, etc. Please help us by reminding your child that he/she                 
may not have chips for snacks. Please be advised that candy, gum, chocolates, and soda are not                 
allowed in school. Sharing of food is also strictly prohibited. Microwave is not available during               
snack time. 
 
Homework 
Contrary to popular belief, Montessori children do have homework. Montessori education is            
continuous. Therefore, it is important that children have continued opportunities in their own             
home to assume responsibility, accept the natural consequences, manage time and choose            
activities wisely. Their homework is shared in their Google drive every Friday, so you may               
plan ahead and schedule your child’s other activities. Please remember, children learn by doing.              
They need to participate actively in all areas of life and living. They are physically tough,                
gregarious and quite capable of responsibility.  
 
Lunch 
For children who bring lunch from home, a microwave is available in the classroom to warm                
meals (not for cooking!). If you want your child to have instant noodles/macaroni and cheese for                
lunch, please cook it at home and place it in a microwavable safe container; we will be happy to                   
assist your child to warm it up in school. 
 
Laptop/ChromeBook 
Part of our technology implementation will include having the students use technology devices             
on a regular basis throughout the school year. It is mandatory for all the students to bring their                  
own personal laptop. Their laptops will be used as an academic learning tool only. No               
non-academic games will be allowed at any time on the school campus. We expect that your                
child brings a fully charged laptop every day.  

To minimize contact, most of the work will be shared in your child’s Google drive. To prepare                 
for this, please have an email account ready for your child by the start of the school year. It has                    
to be an account that your child can access on their own device. For easier access for you and                   
your child, I suggest that you create the email account for them and bookmark the following                
pages on their devices:  their gmail account, google drive, and google calendar. 

 
Show and Tell 
Your child will have a weekly schedule for something they want to share. Sharing is important                
because it develops confidence in public speaking and talking about oneself. These items should              
be of educational nature, such as a souvenir from a trip, special interest, photographs, hobbies or                
nature collection. Please don’t have your child bring toys. 



 
Communication 
Communication between the parent, child and teacher is vitally important in the education             
process. However, just before class starts or ends is not the best time for me to meet with parents                   
because I am often preparing for class or working with students. The office will be happy to                 
arrange an appointment time that is mutually convenient. If there is an urgent need, I will be                 
available from 8:00-8:30 am as I do my classroom preparation. You may also email me at                
mssebial@arborland.com. I usually respond within 24 hours. You may also text me at             
562-773-2437. Please introduce yourselves every time you send a message because I will not be               
saving the cell phone numbers. 
 
Supplies Needed For All Grade Levels 
One 5-subject notebook (red for 1st grade; green for 2nd grade; blue for 3rd grade) 
One 1-subject notebook (red for 1st grade; green for 2nd grade; blue for 3rd grade) 
One black 2-inch three ring binder for the classroom 
One white 1⁄2-inch three ring binder for weekly classwork 
2 pack reinforced college ruled paper 
5 pocket folders 
1 set of markers 
1 set of crayons 
1 set of colored pencils 
Erasers 
Sharpener 
Pencils 
Dictionary (1st and 2nd Graders) 
Thesaurus (3rd Graders) 
Face Mask 
Face Shield 
Hand Sanitizer 
 
Additional Supplies for 1st Grade Students 
1 pack of card stock paper assorted colors 
1 pack printer paper 
4 white glue 
6 glue sticks 
1 ruler 
1 pair of scissors 
 
Please take time to read through the school handbook for more information regarding school              
policies. Again, I look forward to working with you and your child. I am really excited for                 
another meaningful and productive school year! 
 
Sincerely, 
Mrs. Mary Fritzie T. Sebial 
MS Math Ed 
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